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Current Exhibition:
Condemned To Be Modern



Exhibition Information
Condemned To Be Modern, curated by Clara Kim, brings together the 
work of twenty-one contemporary artists who have responded critically 
to the history of modernist architecture in Latin America. In works 
produced during the last two decades, these artists explore the effects, 
contradictions, and contested legacies of modernism in Brazil, Cuba, and 
Mexico as expressed through ambitious construction of government 
buildings, public housing, universities, and even new cities during moments 
of radical political and social change. The architecture and urban planning 
of these moments continue to serve as critical reference points for 
artists, providing a sociological exploration that connects architecture 
with political ideologies, social values, and contemporary reality, while 
engendering dialogue about the role of government and public policy 
on the development, preservation, and use of the built environment.

The exhibition includes work by Eduardo Abaroa, 
Jonathas de Andrade, Leonor Antunes, Alexander Apóstol, 
Alexandre Arrechea, Ramiro Chaves, Felipe Dulzaides, Carlos Garaicoa, 
Terence Gower, Tamar Guimarães, Lucia Koch, Runo Lagomarsino, 
Renata Lucas, Lais Myrrha, Manuel Piña, Mauro Restiffe, 
Beto Shwafaty, Melanie Smith, Tercerunquinto, 
Clarissa Tossin, and Héctor Zamora.

Education Program Objectives:
• Visitors of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds will engage with 

contemporary works of art created by local and international artists.
• To create opportunities for: learning, awareness, discourse, deeper 

thought and understanding about issues of importance to our students 
and communities.



1. Look 
Around

What kind of artwork 
do you see?

How many shapes can you find?
How many artworks have ________?



A photograph

A building

A tree

Artwork made using wood

A soft thing

See if you can 
find the following:

On The Hunt!



2. Choose

Choose an artwork 
that interests you.

Title:

Artist Name:

Year(s) made:



Write about 
the artwork.
What is the first shape you see?
 Is it repeated other places in the artwork?  If so, where?

What would it feel like if you were inside the work of art?

What made you notice it?
____color
____size
____placement in the artwork
____another reason



Sketch it here and write the names of the 
shapes you see in the artwork.

How many different types of lines can you find in the exhibition?    
Do the lines form a pattern? Circle the ones that you see.

straight  
horizontal  
thick/heavy  
sketchy 

curving  
vertical  
thin/narrow  
precise      

angular  
diagonal  
delicate  
fuzzy                   
wavy



Artists

Hypars, (Intersections series) 2013, poured concrete, dimensions variable

Glossary: architecture, environment, installation, modernism, hypars

About the Artist
Héctor Zamora was born in Mexico City, Mexico in 1974 and he currently 
lives and works in Lisbon, Portugal.  He studied graphic design from 
the Universidad Autonoma Metropolitana-Xochimilo in Mexico City. His 
works of art calls for the participation of the spectator and urges us to 
question the everyday uses of materials and the functions of space.

Héctor Zamora (b. 1974 Mexico City, Mexico, lives and works in Lisbon, Portugal)



About the Artwork
Hypars is an installation comprised of nine sculptures created 
from concrete. Each sculpture is reminiscent of a large-scale 
origami piece. The sculptures are inspired modernist structures 
and architecture. His works of art ask the viewer to consider and 
question how materials are used, and how they are utilized within 
a specific space. Other topics addressed in his works of art are the 
contrasts of how materials are used in place of another – such as in this 
installation, where concrete is used to evoke a paper origami form. 

Questions for Discussion
• What is the first thing that comes to mind when you view this artwork? 
• What might these nine sculptures represent? 
• Do you think there is any meaning in their size and number? 
• Have you seen these structures before, if so, where?
• What is the texture?



At home, make a 
sculpture based on the 
artwork you wrote about 
from the exhibition.

3. Create



Materials Needed:
- Cardboard
- Glue
- Scissors
- Paint

Instructions:
Think about an small object 
that you want to turn into a big 
sculpture. Cut out cardboard 
pieces in the shape of the object 
and glue them together. Paint the 
sculpture and you’re done!

Post a picture of your creation 
online and use the hashtag 
#LAMAGplay



Glossary 
• Architecture: the art of creating or describing 

a building or structural object. 

• Design: a drawing plan showing the functions and 
parts of a building or structure on the works. 

• Environment: the surroundings found within the 
area an animal, person, or plant might inhibit. 

• Hypars: is a shape curved in two directions (hyperbolic parabola).  The 
term hypar was introduced by the architect Heinrich Engel in 1967. 

• Installation: a term to describe three-dimensional and 
multi-media works of art that are often designed for a 
specific place or for a temporary period of time 

• Kinetic sculpture: a three-dimensional sculpture 
that incorporates moving or mechanic parts.

 
• Latin America: a term referring to Spanish or 

Portuguese speaking countries in the Americas. 

• Modernism:  a broad movement that took place in the 
western arts. It advocated for the rejection of past traditions 
and promoted the innovation and experimentation of 
different art forms, techniques, materials, etc. 

• Origami: the art of paper-folding 

• Tradition: the passing down of customs and 
beliefs from one generation to the next.



For More Information on PST LA/LA:

http://www.getty.edu/pacificstandardtime/#background_more

Social Media

Pacific Standard Time: LA/LA:
Facebook: facebook.com/pacificstandardtime
Instagram: @PSTinLA
Twitter: @PSTinLA

Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery:
Facebook: facebook.com/ /LAMAGBarnsdall/
Instagram: @LAMAGBarnsdall
Twitter: @LAMAGBarnsdall

Artist’s Websites

Alexandre Arrechea: https://alexandrearrechea.com
Clarissa Tossin: www.clarissatossin.net/
Héctor Zamora: http://www.lsd.com.mx/index

Accessibility

It is the policy of the City of Los Angeles to provide access to its programs and 
services for persons with disabilities in accordance with Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, as amended.
 
As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City 
of Los Angeles does not discriminate on the basis of disability and, upon request, 
will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, 
services and activities.

Contact

323.644.6269
lamag@lacity.org
www.lamag.org
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